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WESTERN VICTORIA “SOCCER FOOTBALL” 1955-2605 


The first 25 years ... and then 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


The following was initially made up of excerpts from my autobiography. But from 
a more general historical position (outside of my own personal perception and 
experience, and allowing for a degree of memory loss), there obviously is a lot of soccer 
history, as seen through the eyes of others, of which I may be totally unaware. 

The situation is not helped by the fact that for most participating teams of the era 
relevant data did not exist or have subsequently been lost. 

Also, my contribution has been subject to correction, addition, explanation and 
further elaboration. For the sake of objectivity, I had been hoping to get much input from 
other interested parties. Only then can this effort be considered to be of interest to other 
contemporaries and subsequent generations of “football” lovers. 

I gratefully acknowledge the contributions by Portland’s Jim Bryden and 
Warrnambool's first Club President: Len Asling. Also: Mortiake’s Bob McKenzie, 
Warrnambool’s Joe Jackson and George Peart, and Port Fairy’s Cor Melis, (former 
Association President), Warrnambool Club foundation member, Gus Oliver, and, to 
cover the latter part of the first 25 years: John McMillan. 

For current updates, such as the status quo of local “football” in 2005, thank 
you also to Alex Matthews (Warrnambool City), Darryl Twycross (honorary president of 
the 2005 Rangers Ciub), and Steve McDonaid (vice-President of Warrnambool Wolves). 

In some ways, to date, the effort of obtaining historical information from past 
players, has been tantamount to asking them to have teeth extracted! 

Prior to the 50” Anniversary Reunion of 4h September, 2005, I was hoping that 
many forgotten/overlooked/unknown/unmentioned/unmentionable(?) tales and data 
would surface, and the result has not been disappointing. 

I appreciate the interest in the Reunion concept shown by my fellow-members of 
the organising committee, comprising Len Asling, Joe Jackson, George Peart and Harry 
Russell, as soon as the concept was aired in The Standard. 
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FOREWORD 


In my book, a good sport, as opposed to a great sportsman, is a person, who 
enjoys his/her sport, plays fairly at all times to the best of his/her ability and knows how 
to be a gracious winner, as well as a good loser. Along those criteria, particularly the 
latter, I qualify for the title with honours. 

Rewriting and updating this segment of my autobiography at the age of 72, lam 
still somewhat actively involved in volleyball, and not yet considering full retirement, 
taking it one season at a time, as they say. As long as | am enjoying the game at a level 
that poses a personal challenge, without causing same-day embarrassment or next-day 
physical problems, and team-mates willing to have me in their line-up, I am happy to 
stick with it! 

My first recollection of participation in organised sport is rather vague: "feats" 
clearly remembered - but only by myself - would no doubt have become somewhat 
magnified and coloured with time, in spite of the inevitable loss of millions of brain-cells 
over more than half a century: the latter may have partly been caused by regular heading 
of a water-logged soccer ball over some 25 years! 


Back home in Holland, at early primary school age, I recall being told about an 
after-school football match on a ground, some 3 kilometers out of town: quite a walking 
distance for a young, $-year-old lad, wearing an older brother’s oversize studded football 
boots I would have looked the part, including baggy shorts. I set out, nevertheless, but on 
getting to the perceived location, was disappointed to find, that it was deserted! 

So much for communication, or was it my lack of attention?! 

It did not do much for my personal pride to be teased by some other kids for my 
oversized attire on the equally long walk home! 

Interesting, how I should remember that, some 60+ years later, and yet, may have 
trouble remembering what happened 60 seconds ago?! 

L also recall, seeing pinned onto our Geldrop Nazareth School’s playground tree 
the school’s representative footie team to play “whomever”: at that time, (probably still 
Grade 2), I envied those selected. 

From the onset, I must concede, that, at best, in my various sporting pursuits, I 
was - and still am - but a keen and enthusiastic amateur with limited ability: 
unfortunately, without the benefit of professional coaching at a young age, I never 
developed a tactical sporting brain, but lots of bad habits. 

In my college days, I was exposed to soccer, volleyball, hockey, tennis, 
basketball and athletics. Since arriving in Australia in 1954, apart from a casual social hit 
of tennis and “backyard” cricket some years back, I enjoyed 25 years of soccer and 40+ 
years of volleyball. 


JOHN BEKS 
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THE “WESTERN DISTRICT AMATEUR SOCCER 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION” 


The history of soccer (i.e. “real” football) in Western Victoria has been a 
chequered one indeed, with numerous stop-starts in organised competition. The fact that 
no official records were kept or retained by the Association, nor individual clubs, does 
not help, to retrospectively build a historical picture, having to rely on failing memories 
on the part of those few, willing to make a contribution. 


The 1950's arrival into this part of country-Victoria of migrants, mainly British, 
Scots, Italians, Greeks and Dutch (invariably referred to as: Poms, Geordies, Dagoes, 
Wogs and Clogwogs) would see the formation of the imposingly entitled: South Western 
Victoria Amateur Soccer Football Association in 1955. Original teams, prior to the 
formation of the Association in 1954 came from Warrnambool, Port Fairy, Terang, and 
Colac. Matches were scheduled on an ad-hoc basis, as arranged by individual teams. 
Mortlake joined the WDASFA in 1955, to make up an scheduled 5-team competition. 


When some of the eastern teams disbanded through player shortages, in 
subsequent years, the Association's teams-base shifted westerly to draw clubs from 
Portland, Hamilton and Glenthompson, with up to 3 Warrnambool teams at a particular 
time. The latter was the result of tapping into the cultural interest of particular “ethnic 
groups” (as they are called these days), such as the Dutch (“Go Ahead”/ “Merrivale 
Rovers”), Italians (“Gothics?”) and the Warrnambool Institute (now Deakin Uni) Asian 
students, collectively playing under the name of “Orientals” 


I have not been able to keep track of the number of times district soccer went into 
recess, yet again was rejuvenated, through a combination of an influx of new players and 
the undaunted, re-whetted appetite on the part of remaining past enthusiasts. 


Through former team-mate, George Peart, I have been able to get hold of the 17- 
page typed copy of the Constitution & Rules of the WDASFA, dated 6/4/59: this was 
pretty well literally adopted from the 1955 Constitution & Rules of the Victorian 
Amateur Soccer Football Association. 


WARRNAMBOOL 


A photo, supplied to me by Gus D’Oliveira features a 1954 Warrnambool scratch 
team, at a match in Mortlake, won by the visitors 2-0. Gus comments: “both goals were 
myself, from inside right, I think!” 


scored by 


The line-up: ????? (referee), Peter Rigg, Chris Burke, Charlie Swain 


year. 


My own soccer "career" started in Warrnambool in April/May of 1955, as a result 
of attending the Warrnambool City Soccer Club's inaugural meeting, called by the above- 
mentioned Portuguese, Gustavo D'Oliviera (to become Gus Oliver) , and held at 168 
Liebig Street, a fish and chips shop, owned by a Greek, called Chris Karageorge. Chris 
never actually played the game in Warrnambool, but was the Club’s secretary and main- 


stay. 


This gathering, apart from Gus, Chris and myself, also would have also included 
a number of Poms: initially, when first launching into this attempt at writing this history, 
I could not recall any of their names. Subsequent discussions have revealed that other 
attendees included: Len Asling (the Club’s first President), Charlie Swain (Secretary and 
team Captain), and James McLaughlan (Treasurer): outspoken, sometimes 
“cantankerous”, City Councillor Angus McCaskill, is also mentioned. There would have 


been others. 


Anyhow, at the first meeting, I made the point, that my brother, Tony, would also 
be interested in playing. Our first match, a week or so later, saw us travel to Beeac, to 
play Colac, Mum and Dad coming along, and guess who missed out! Through some mix- 
up (!?), Tony, better known through his Aussie Rules footie involvement, made the team, 
and I did not! 

Our home ground, initially, was the CBC Alian Oval, the only ground available 
for organised Sunday sport, which was something totally frowned upon within the 
protestant British mould of Australia in the 1950's.. In continental Europe, with Saturdays 
being half-workdays, Sunday was set aside for sport and leisure, after “praising the Lord” 
in the morning: British soccer, on the contrary, was, and still is played on Saturdays. 


Prior to the CBC oval having been upgraded by raising it some two feet above its 
existing level quite some years later, it used to be prone to regular winter flooding 
through Russell's Creek. It was therefore generally unavailable and unsuitable for Aussie 
Rules play, but that did not deter us from using this sometimes slimy, smelly mud-bath. 
But we enjoyed it! “Change-rooms” at this ground, for the want of a better term, 
consisted of an old tram: obviously without showering facilities! 

Records, backed up by photographic evidence, show, that on 28" August, on that 
ground, Warrnambool City won the 1955 Premiership Cup, defeating Colac (score 
unknown). The Club’s dominance for the season (such as it was!) was indicated by the 
aggregate season score of 19 goals to 4. 


In view of the above date, it is therefore appropriate, that the 50"" Anniversary 
Reunion, commemorating Warrnambool’s first Premiership, is organised for 4" 
September, 2005. 


The Warrnambool Standard’s recording of the event, lists the team as including 
Don Hodgson and Tom Reekie, whereas the following photo shows the inclusion of 
James McLaughlan and Chris Burke, with Tom and Tim Buckley as reserves. 
Confusion without the benefit of Alzheimer’s!! 


Tim explained the fact, that in the photo shoot of the occasion, (see opposite page) 
both he and Tom (team reserves) were attired in their Sunday-best, because they would 
have come from their respective Sunday church services only shortly before. 

It is also interesting to note, that in those days, playing rules allowed only for 11 
players, without the benefit of interchanging reserves. Quite unlike today’s full 
complement of a compositely skilled, full bench! 


It is interesting to note, that this 1955 line-up included only 2 Aussies in 
Len Asling and Steve Woodcock : apart from 3 Dutchies in van Kempen and the Beks 
brothers, all others were from British extraction. Not a “Dago or Wog” to be seen in the 
local line-up, just as yet! 
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At this stage, I am grateful to be able to include some of the historical data 
gleaned by Len Asling, as a result of him having spent considerable time browsing 
through the microfiched issues of The Standard of that era. 


In 1955 the “Association” consisted of 5 teams: Warrnambool, Port Fairy, Terang, 
Mortlake and Colac, with the competition scheduled to start on 29"" May. In preparation, 
on 20" April a practice match was played against Port Fairy. Players listed, from the 
back-line: 

Charlie Swain, J.Malick, Steve Woodcock, Willie Berger, Don Hodgson, George Peart, 
Harry van Kempen, Len Asling, Tim Buckley, John Foster and James McLaughlan. 


Len has not been able to find published evidence, as to who were our opponents 
in the season-opener: from the available data | am convinced it was Colac, as mentioned 
above. 

On 5th June, Warrnambool played Mortlake, winning 4-1, with Tony Beks 
scoring 3 goals, and Harry van Kempen 1. The home-team this time included: Peter 
Rigg, Tony and John Beks, with Tom Reekie, as reserve. 

The Mortlake line-up: Fred Allan, Geoff Nicol, Allan McKenzie, J. Visser, 
T.Payne, Ian Prentice, T.Bielsmier, Edgil Bruttomesso, BillyWhite, Brian Bertand, Ray 
Carroll, B. Price. 

The following Sunday, 12'" June, we played Port Fairy (home or away?) 
with the same line-up as the previous week. Result not recorded, but the season’s 
aggregate, mentioned above, must provide some clue as to the winner. 
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The next recorded match, Len managed to come up with, was on 3™ July, once 
more versus Port Fairy. The Warrnambool team this time included a J.Pickett. And, 
according to research, Warrnambool defeated Mortlake in the last pre-final match of the 


season 9-0. 


Having moved to Killarney mid-season in 1955, on one occasion I rode my bike 
to Warrnambool. and from there hitched a ride with team-mates for a game in Terang: 
afterwards, of course, there was the return bike-ride back to Killarney. But did I 
complain? Nobody (apart from myself!) made me do it. Today, how many 
sportsmen/women would display that sort of fanaticism, or was it plain lunacy? And 
(unlike Aussie Rules players) we PAID for the privilege of being part of the team! 


PORT FAIRY 


Once the family moved to Port Fairy, I played for Port for the next 4 years. Apart 
from actively playing, my involvement ranged from being club president, treasurer, team 
captain, team selector (i.e. player chaser/recruiter), publicity officer, lines marker etc., as 
well as Association secretary. 

Each week we had to pay to play and often ran the odd raffle to enable us to buy 
balls, shirts etc. There was momentary panic, when the Club’s one and only match-ball, 
borrowed for a social function, got run over by a bus! 


To make the Port Fairy Showgrounds suitable for play, we, i.e. about 3 or 4 of us, 
would regularly have to take lawn-mowers to foot-high capeweed before marking out the 
ground and setting up the goal-posts: my Dad occasionally volunteered to help out. 


It was a grand day, indeed, when in 1957, after some political manoeuvring on the 
part of Cor Melis and myself, (as a result of a set precedent involving a Sunday game of 
Aussie Rules), we finally got the Borough of Port Fairy's permission to use the Gardens 
Oval for Sunday soccer. Quite a break-through, having to overcome "foreign football" 
phobia, fears of perceived damage to the ground, as well as the Council's mostly 
Protestant opposition to Sunday sport, accepted as the norm in continental Europe. 
Almost 50 years on, it is now hard to imagine that ever there was a time without Sunday 
sport. 


Digressing tt PORTLAND 


To illustrate the Sunday-sport aversion of the day, I quote an article from the 
Portland Club’s 50" Anniversary celebrations (Portland Observer 4/5/2005): 

“The Club has had a nomadic existence, having at some point called most venues 
in Portland ‘home’ for some period of time, due to the perceived prejudice against the 
sport at the time in the region. 

“The Club has played everywhere. We played at the footy ground, we used to 
mark the ground out and cart the posts out", Jim Bryden said. 

“We have played at every ground in Portland, and the Council would not do a 
thing for us, because they did not want soccer in Portland. They did not want it!” 

This sentiment is backed up by visiting teams, which, for their next match, needed 
to be equipped with an updated map of the town, as well as a compass! 

An itinerary of Portland pitches used runs as follows: “The footie ground”, 
Borthwick’s Abattoirs paddock, Portland High School, Flinders Park, Cavalier Park, and 
finally Friendly Society Park. 

“We started in the tin shed next to the Pipe Band Hall, into which we were not allowed. 
So we started off in the tin shed for change rooms for some time, no showers or anything. 
But we moved on and got our own club rooms, built by the Glenelg Shire Council, and 
gradually converted by us as club rooms” 


From Jim Bryden, I obtained a “program” (a carbon-copy of a typed sheet) on the 
occasion of a charity practice match between Portland and Port Fairy, played at Hanlon 


ath 


Park on 13” October, 1957, in aid of “Operation Gratitude” Program cost: 6d. 


The Portland team (White & Black), from the back-line reads: F.Heinlenn, 
J.Brydon, A.Manark, G.Brydon, P.Angelino, N.Angelino, F.Gunia, D.Merryweather, 
J.Angelino, R.Brydon, M.Caldwell. 

Port Fairy’s line-up (Red & White): W.Hermans, T.Swinkels, C.Melis, 
T.Peskens, J.Beks, H.Hermans, C.Rigoti, F. Hohmann, T.Spithoven, J.Mallozzi, 
Pellegrino. 

No doubt for the benefit of the uninitiated, the Program also listed Laws 5, 7 & 9 
of the Game, as a brief introduction to the Rules. 


Jim also provided me with a number of rather parochial “Observer” newspaper 
clips, which, unfortunately do not show dates, or even the year. My estimates would 
place them in around 1957 or 1958. 

“PORTLAND BEATS PORT FAIRY AT SOCCER” 

Pre-season practice match, at Borthwick’s : Portland won 3-1 “7.Swinkels of 
Port Fairy played hard — being a powerful kicker — and he gave great support 
to his team-mates.” “Centre-forward, Tim Spithoven, beat right through the 
Portland defense, and scored.” 

“PORTLAND DEFEATS PORT FAIRY” 

Port Fairy beat Portland the previous week (score not mentioned). 
This time, Portland won 4-2. The scribe added: “The Port Fairy team is a 
good combination, and both teams played good, clean football”. 


Apparently, Portland were quite strong about that time: the headlines go on: 
“PORTLAND WIN SOCCER AT TERANG” 
At the Terang Reserve, winning 3-1. Terang players getting a mention, were 
goalie Tim Peperkamp and inside forward Bakker, whereas “Referee (Ron) 
Blake always had control of the game”. 
“PORTLAND AGAIN WINS SOCCER — WARRNAMBOOL DEFEATED” 
At Portland, first league game: 4-2. This report does not mention any 
opposition players 


“PORTLAND AGAIN DEFEATS WARRNAMBOOL” 
Return match at Warrnambool the following week “at the Catholic (!) sports 
ground for an I la.m. kick-off.” Score: 6-2. Warrnambool’s second goal: 
(presumably: Joe Pistilli?) to score” 
“The game was admirably controlled by (local, as usual) referee, J. 
Swain.” 


A point of interest at this juncture: this last news-clip also showed the 
Position of Teams at that stage that season: 

Terang 8 points, Portland 8, Port Fairy 6, Warrnambool 6, Mortlake 0. 

It does make one wonder about local newspaper headlines. The “Terang 
Express” (?) also could have made uplifting parochial reading : maybe not so the 
“Mortlake Rag-by-Whatever-Name”. As at the time I was the self-appointed 
soccer reporter for the “Port Fairy Gazette”, there is no doubt, that my views, also, 
would have been somewhat blinkered, and presented for local consumption only. 


Meanwhile, back at PORT FAIRY. 


Further proof of our soccer-mad enthusiasm: since at that stage we did not have 
the funds to replace our previous team outfit, the secretary of the Port Fairy Football 
Club, Alec Hill, would kindly lend us the Club's Reserves purple and gold footie jumpers 
- still wet and sweaty from the previous day's footie match! We did not complain, nor did 
our opponents!! 

If nothing else, we looked more presentable than we used to in cheap tee-shirts 
without logos or numbers. 


From a family point of view, it is worth mentioning here, that my brother Tony 
and I played with Warrnambool and Port Fairy, with two other brothers, Jack and Richard 
also - at various times — playing for Port, as did brother-in-law: Lou Vogels. In 
Warrnambool, the multiple Russells and McGeechans were more than handy team-fills. 

And checking through other teams’ player lists: the family factor was what kept 
Clubs going: e.g. Portland’s 4 Bryden brothers, as well as 5 Angelinos, whereas Terang 
featured several Bakkers/Janssens/(van) Duynhovens. 


The 1957 Grand Final was played at Port Fairy on the 18" August against 
Portland. The “Portland Observer” featured this report: 

“PORTLAND WINS SOCCER GRAND FINAL 

With the ground in good condition, favouring a fast game and a light ball, 
the crowd were pleased with the heading of the ball. Port Fairy defence, playing 
the off-side rule of the game to good advantage, had Portland forwards taking 
shots for goal from long distances, which were intercepted by Port Fairy ’s goal- 
keeper, Melis. 

Portland forwards combined throughout the game and generally had the 
better of the play. Final scores: Portland 3, Port Fairy 1. Gate-takings were 
45 pounds (=590).” 
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On a personal note, I add here, that, for about 6 months during 1957, I 
worked in the office at the Noorat Butter Factory, boarding in Terang, and going 
home to Port Fairy on weekends. Twice daily I would undertake the 5-km bike- 
ride to and from work along the Noorat road. 

On dusk, about 5 days out from that Grand Final, I got hit by a following: 
car: the only damage a couple of buckled wheels and a grazed knee. Who was a 
iucky boy then, playing in Final the next Sunday!! 


PHOTO (Port Fairy team 1957) 
Sjaak Beynsberger, Frank Hohmann, Tim Spithoven, Gerry Gardiner, 


Theo Peskens, Bill Hermans, John Beks, Tony Beks, Harry Hermans, Cor Melis 
and Theo Swinkels. 


Cor Melis has provided me with a number of negatives of action photos of that 

match: unfortunately, to date, | have not been able to have this ancient method of 

photography developed. 

| have made enquiries about the continued existence (or indeed survival) of the 
WDASFA Premiership Cup, won by Portland that year. Jim Bryden’s reply, as quoted in 
their 50 Anniversary press interview: “We've got the cup here, apparently, and it’s 
actually a rather big one. (Former player) Sam Englezos sent it down to the Club, but it 
doesn’t belong here, it belongs to the Western District Soccer Association, and they want 
it back for their 50” Anniversary...” (To date not sighted: JB) 


The following year, 1958, saw Portland, Port Fairy, Warrnambool and 
Gienthompson, in that order, line up for the finals series. In the 1* against a Portland vs 
Glenthompson match, the latter team included a “car-load” of new recruits from the 
metropolitan area. This was seen by Port Fairy as rather un-Australian (1), and Port, 
having qualified for the Grand Final, appealed to the Association, refusing to play against 
such “stacked” opposition. When a gutless decision went against them, Port Fairy saw no 
option but to forfeit their place in the Grand Final, which was then allocated to 


Warrnambool. 


Following is an excerpt of “The Port Gazette”, by “Header” (me): 

Warrnambool should defeat Gienthompson narrowly in the Grand Final of the 
Western District Amateur Soccer Football Association tomorrow at Port Fairy 
Showgrounds. 

Before Port Fairy’s withdrawal, these two teams were in third and fourth 
positions on the ladder, but managed to eliminate last year’s premiers, Portland. 

In the semi-finals, Glenthompson showed excellent team work (!!) and will be 
hard to beat in their present form. 

Warrnambool, an “up and down” side during home and away games, has 
improved considerably and their smart attack could have Glenthompson in difficulties. 

A large crowd saw Portland win last year’s (1957) Grand Final, and with 
increased interest in soccer, a good attendance can be expected again this year. 


After the match, the Western District Soccer Cup will be presented by the Mayor 
of Port Fairy, (Cr. J.S.Brophy). The runners-up will receive a Consolation Cup, donated 


by Mr. Cor Melis, president of the Association. 
Colac, Warrnambool, Terang and Portiand, in that order, have each won the 


soccer cup since the competition started in 1954” 


The only record available, as to the winner of that 1958 Grand Final, is a photo, 
showing the Warrnambool team, proudly displaying the cup: I have always had a 
lingering, satisfying suspicion, that it was not Glenthompson! 
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The team comprised: Angelo Karageorge, Charlie Swain, John Viergever 


(goalkeeper), Peter Rigg, Peter Hamilton, George Peart, Fred van Bruggen, Joe Pistilli, 


Joe Jackson, John Foster and Ron Davies (with team manager Chris Karageorge). 


But who are those 2 kids, behind the net, peering over Joe's head and Charlie's 


shoulder? ? 
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George Peart 
has proudly produced 
this engraved medal, showing 
“Warrnambool, Cup Winners 


1958 - G. Peart 


The whereabouts of previously contested Premiership Cups, if ever unearthed, 
would also adequately fill memory gaps. 


As an obvious sign of good-will, prior to that Grand Final, Port Fairy opted to 
play a curtain-raiser against the newly formed Dutch team: “Go Ahead” 

PORT FAIRY: to be selected from: 

John Beks, Theo Swinkeis (Port Fairy 1958 Best & Fairest), Henk 

Winnen, Bill and Harry Hermans, Cor Melis, Frank Hohmann (Association’s leading 
goal-scorer with 12 goals!), L. Muggorodi, J. Konye, Ian Reardon, A. Brugman, Richard 
Beks and Murray Bartlett. At this point, I also want to record the fact, that, in addition, 
Tony Frencken and John Drennan at various times represented Port. 

(Note: L.Muggorodi’s father used to bring his young lad, together with J. Konye, 
each week for matches, ail the way from the other side of Caramut) 

“GO AHEAD”: (from the back-line) Kees de Kok, F. Heher, R. Dulleman, Fred 
Viergever, B. Mureau, Frank de Kok, J. Vegh, Gerard Bakker, John Marynissen, Martin 
Bakker and G. Leuning. 


When I got married in late 1959, Patricia and I moved to live in Allansford, and as 
soon as possible, I rejoined the Warrnambool club, after the Club was resurrected after a 
short recess. I have reason to think that the Port Fairy Club folded prior to the 1960 
season. Lack of players and organisation would have been contributing factors: in a small 
centre, such as Port, the closure of the Cement Works and regular shift-work 
requirements at Glaxo, always did have considerable impact on player availability from 
among the migrant population. 

Only recently, on making contact with former Port Fairy champion, Theo 
Swinkels, did I learn the exact date of his Club’s inaugural meeting. Theo clearly 
remembers: Monday, O° April, 1956, at 8 p.m. He had just taken his wife, Lenie, to the 
local hospital (a few doors away), to have their first child! 
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THE Portland Soccer Club A grade side from 1959, from back (Ir) S. Englezos, unknown, N. 


Angelino. (Middle) A. Rademacher, J. Bryden, unknown, J. Angelino, C. Storer, T. Banks. 
(Front) F. Gunia, W. Atto, G. Bryden. Picture: SUPPLIED (10 only 7f 


Warrnambool City Soccer Club — 1959: 
Back: Alex Amaredis, Angelo Karageorge, Peter Rigg, George Peart, Len Asling. 
John Foster, Chris Karageorge (secretary) 
Front: 222, John Smolders, George Cumberlidge, Charlie Swain, Joe Jackson, 
George Amaredis, Ron Davies. 
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RETURN TO WARRNAMBOOL 


And Patricia will never forgive me, if for posterity's sake at this time, I do not 
record her one and only fling with soccer in a ladies charity match, wearing sandshoes. 
To this day, she still swears, that she could have scored a goal herself, - having “single- 
footediy” brought the bail up from the back-line - had she not unselfishly passed the ball 
to team-mate, Mary Jackson, when close to goal, simply “because that was the expected 
thing to do!”. Mary recalls scoring that goal, in spite of being handicapped by Joe’s 
oversized boots! 

i can still hear coach-for-the-day, Doug Melvin, exhorting his charges: “Come on, 


Oranges!” 


Prior to me rejoining the Warrnambool team, from a photo supplied by Joe 
jackson, reveals a handsome-looking 1959 line-up: Alex Ameredis (supporter), Angelo 
Karageorge, Peter Rigg, George Peart, Len Asling, John Foster, Chris Karageorge 
(secretary), John Smolders, George Cumberlidge, Charlie Swain, Joe Jackson, George 
Ameredis and Ron Davies. 


Whilst, from memory, I could recall some former team-mates, the best evidence 
available are 1972 photos of both Warrnambool’s A and B teams, lining up ina Ballarat 
tournament. 


PHOTOS on next page: 

A-team: Bill Smail, Jim McGeechan, Rod Sims (goal-keeper), Doug Meivin, Bill 
Stewart, Pohechi, Joe Jackson, John McMillan, Geoff Barry, Don Russell and Alan 
Green. 

B-team: Phil Martin, Max van Zelst, John Beks (goal-keeper), Martin Bakker, 
Keith Emond, Jim McGeechan, Ken Russell, John Morrison, Don Russell, Bill Martin 


and Tim Sedgley. 
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It appears that Warrnambool soccer went into recess shortly after 1972. A 
“Standard” sports article. dated 5/4/1975 relates to the newly-formed Warrnambool 
Soccer Club, playing Barwon in the Western District Soccer League, comprising: 
Warrnambool, Colac, Geelong B, Redan, City Beliarine, North Geelong, West Geelong, 
Rylands, Brintons and Bell Post Hill. 

This information has been provided to me by John McMillan, as, personally, 1 
was not involved in this not-locally based competition. 


Prior to the start of the 1975 season, Warrnambool A and B played annual 


McMillan and 3 from Doug Melvin. The B-team played a 4-4 draw, with goals by Tom 
McGeechan, Bill Stewart, M. Fluke and Billy McGeechan. 

The line-up of the season-proper opening match against Barwon was: Ron 
Inverarity (goalie), Alan Main, Doug McKay, Jim Grey, Bill Stewart, Doug Melvin, John 
Morrison, John McMillan, Kamahl Singh, Max van Zeist, Mick Veljovic, with subs: Jim 
Hagan and Martin Bakker: reserve: Gerard Mast. 

From available “Standard” newspaper clips, I have been able to build up the 
following picture of that 1975 season: 


Warrnambool def. Colac (at Colac) 7-0 
Warrnambool def. Redan (at Jetty Flat, Wbl) 4-3 
Warrnambool def. North Geelong (at JF) 4-3 after extra time + penalties 
Warrnambool drew Geelong B (at JF) 4-4 
Warrnambool drew Ryland (at Geeiong) 2-2 
Warrnambool def. Ryland (at JF) 9-0) 
Warrnambool def. Brintons (at JF) 5-2 
Warrnambool drew North Geclong (at JF) 1-1 
Bell Post Hill def. Warrnambool (at Geelong 4-0 


These were the only locally published results made available for a 22-week 
season: the information provided shows an obvious parochial reporting bias towards 
games won. However, in fairness, it must also be stated, that the Warrnambool team did 
perform admirably well in that League, making the final against West Geelong, at 
Barwon. Unfortunately, Warrnambool lost 1-3. 

Other iocal players mentioned in reports included: Billy McGeechan, P. 
Cooper, Mick Borton, Bob Dumesny and Peter Inverarity. 


From the following “Standard” report, it appears, that the Warrnambool club 
“folded” after one season in the Western District League. 


21/12/1977 - BID TO REFORM SOCCER CLUB 


“The senior Warrnambool Soccer Club could be reformed, if a meeting of players 
in Warrnambool tonight is successful. 

The move to reform the club, which disbanded in 1975, has come shortly after the 
return of one of the team’s top players, John McMilian. 

MeMillan, who has been overseas for two years, has started the initial move with 
other top piayer Billi Stewart, and former coach, Max van Zeist. 

The club last played in the Geelong competition, but with competitions in the 
Colac and Portland areas may try and form a competition in the south-west area.” 


From subsequent lack of publicity, it is evident that this attempt to resurrect 
Warrnambool soccer did not get off the ground, and that John McMillan and Bili Stewart 
went on to travel to play with Mount Gambier City. Both made the 1978 South-East 
Soccer Team of the Year. 


On 13/2/1979 “The Standard” reports, that training has been organised by John 
McMillan and Bill Stewart for practice matches: rather than continue to travel to the 
Mount, their obvious preference was for a locally based competition. 

From my personal experience, i recollect, that a local comp was re-established for 
1979. I have not been able to obtain information on my own team’s composition nor 
opposition, but f cannot recall travelling outside Warrnambool during the last 2 years of 
my own involvement. I therefore chance to guess that the local “league” probably 
consisted of some of the following teams: Warrnambool City, West United, Orientals, 
Gothics, Go Ahead, and/or Merrivale Rovers. 


1980. At the age of 47, I still thought that I would never want to give this up, and 
play this game forever - particularly as a goalkeeper, which was my position over the last 
couple of years. But rather suddenly the end came! 

For the second time, that final season, within a month or two, I received cracked 
or bruised ribs, as a result of a shoulder charge whilst fully outstretched, trying to catch 
the ball. Not being able to laugh, cough, sneeze or lie down in comfort for some time, 
made me see sense, and that was the end of my not so illustrious, but most satisfying 
soccer career. 

Admittedly, the decision was also made a lot easier, as I, as goalkeeper, had to 
take some responsibility for an 8-0 loss in that final match, though personally injured, in a 
team two players short: this was probably my ultimate low-light. (Time to quit!) 

That was when, proverbially, as weil as literally, “ 1 hung up my boots”. At the 
time of writing this, 25 years later, they are still hanging up on the same nail in my 
garage, still complete with well-preserved traces of Jetty Flat grass, wrapped around the 
stops! They are the very boots, now dusty and cobweb-covered, | am seen holding up for 
a “Standard” publicity photo-shoot, promoting the 50" anniversary reunion, and is 
featured on the front cover. 
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Nevertheless, like everyone else, I, too, still vividly remember some highlights, 
such as: scoring a “brilliant” overhead scissor-kick goal from outside the goal square at 
the CBC oval some 40 years ago, and - as a goalkeeper - in my only interstate game in 
Millicent, stopping three (probably ili-directed) goals in a 5-penalty shoot-out. 


And, with the benefit of a howling tail-wind, scoring a goal at the other end with 
my goalkeeper kick-out, at what is currently the Merrivale Oval. But for every wind- 
advantage, there would be a stronger head-wind, at least for half the game. Such was 
regularly the case at Jetty Flat (presently the athletics track near the former Woollen 
Mill): one day, as goalie, in successive attempts to kick the ball back into play from the 
goal-line, I happened to concede a number of corner-kicks, almost straight back over my 
head. This is the only time in my soccer career, that I have been able to “Bend them like 
Beckham!” 

The same Jetty Flat pitch, on occasion after a typical Warrnambool down-pour, 
would be water-logged, accentuating the semi-circular ponds, created by petroi-heads 
doing wheelies. But play, we did! 


I well remember the Terang Recreation Reserve oval for getting cramps in both 
legs at once, whilst going for a header in the muddy cricket pitch area. 


Without after-effects, I also recall as goalkeeper, illegally obstructing a particular 
forward of “Oriental” origin - (some 30 years iater by my former contemporaries still 
described as the dirtiest player ever!) - only to have him having a cheap shot at “multiple 
balls”, preferably then still referred to as my precious family jewels! 

A former Port Fairy team-mate of mine, who may wish to remain anonymous, 
always advised me, that, when confronted with obvious dirty play, the only remedy was 
to react with a swift kick in the ....ouch!!! 


And they used to say soccer was a “sissy-game”!!! How many real Ozzie blokes 
would have even considered the brain-jarring action of “heading” a soggy, water-logged 
ball 2!! Or block their opponent’s near clearing shot, only to collect once more in the 


nether regions! 


Merrivale Rovers’ Colin Jensen, reminded me of an unsavoury incident in an 
away “friendly” inter-league match, about 1960, against Mount Gambier. Without 
presuming to be racist, I have reason to believe that the opposition team was mostly made 
up of players from the particular southern European country, which happens to be in the 
shape of a wading boot. Unhappy with the referee’s performance, after the game, one 
individual sought to bail both the ref and the opposition team in the change-rooms for 


some time, by producing a knife! 


Within the context of world, (or even local soccer), these highs or lows will not 
rank any recognition outside my own head, but to me are part of a pleasurable experience, 
I would not care to have missed. No one in Warrnambool would be aware or care to 
know, that I consider myself the undisputed, but unrecognised holder of the distinction of 
having played the greatest number of organised Association soccer games in this district. 
Records would not be available, but the mere fact, that 1 was involved from the beginning 
in 1955 and outlasted my contemporaries through numerous stops and starts until 1980, 
should be sufficient grounds for such a claim. 1 welcome anyone to challenge this claim. 


The only tangible recognition I still have of ever having played soccer, is a small 
trophy, engraved: W*bool City Soccer Club, 1971-72, J. Beks, Piayer. Unlike well- 
funded modern sport, in our early soccer days personal trophies were not affordable, nor 
expected. 


From a local perspective, it may be of interest, that in Warrnambool, also, over 
the years, we have played ail over town. Pitches used include: CBC-Aflan Ovai (the 
Catholic ground, referred to previously), and Merrivale Oval, both resurfaced since: 
Harris Street “Tech School Oval", since used as rubbish tip, filled and the current home 
of Warrnambool soccer: Jetty Flat, now the athletics track, the Mack Oval and the 
Dennington Ovai. 

Here, also, it is obvious, that the earlier choice (2!) of pitches was due to the 
community’s accepted aversion to Sunday sport, particularly of a “threatening” foreign 
origin. 


It is also good to recall the “change room” amenities on some of the former 
grounds: such as the afore-mentioned Allan Oval tram. Joe Jackson well remembers the 
delapidated Merrivale Oval sheds, unfit even as a goats-shelter, with showering facilities 
serviced by old-time chip-heaters. Harris Street, nor Jetty Flat provided any form of 
cover for changing, which needed to be done at home before and after the game, or in 
one’s car. Not too bad for local players, but I pitied visiting teams, particularly on wet 
days on substandard surfaces. 


But in the earlier years, our game was destined to fail without the integration of 
junior players. It obviously happened in smaller centres without population back-up, but 
also in Warrnambool and Portland. 


Once more, I quote from Jim Bryden’s interview in the Portland Observer: “We 
started playing in Warrnambool, but the problem was back then there was never any 
juniors, so there was no future for the club. So it finished off because we couldn't get 
enough players, but then it kicked off again, only this time the Club went to Mt. Gambier 
and played. Again, still no juniors, so it finished off again, and then it kicked off for the 
third time with the purpose of getting juniors and it is still going since then” 


In parallel, the fall and rise of Warrnambool soccer could not be summed up 
better than that! 
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OTHER DISTRICT CLUBS 
COLAC 


As mentioned before, my first personal awareness of Colac’s participation, 
following the formation of the W.D.A.S.F.A., was Warrnambool’s opening game against 
Colac at Beeac in early June, 1955. Result unknown. 

However, both teams reached the Grand Final, with the home-team, playing at 
CBC-Allan Oval, on 28" August: once more, score unknown. The only available 
evidence of a Warrnambool victory, being a 50-year-old Brownie-camera photo, taken by 
my Dad, showing the Premiership team with the Cup (as depicted above).. 


The Colac team for the Grand Final, included the following: V.Vieca, 
K.Kitchener, S. Percy, D. Meldrum, B. French, F. Banco, T. Brady, J. Colacen, F. 
Sinclair, J. Spinna and E. Suggett. 


Not having any contacts in Colac, I have been unable to access historical 
information, ascertaining the years of Colac’s involvement in Western Victoria Soccer. 


TERANG 


From records available (from the Portland Observer), Terang was a respectable 
force in 1957 (or 19587), leading the competition at one stage on 8 points, level with 
Portland, and leading Port Fairy, Warrnambool and Mortlake. 

The same news-clip reports, that Portland (that week) defeated home-team Terang 
3-1, with goal-keeper, Bert Peperkamp and inside-forward Bakker receiving a press 
mention. 

It was also interesting to note, that (local referee) Ron Blake, former goal-keeper, 
who also happened to be Association Secretary, was sportingly reported of “always 
having had control of the game”. 

[ have not been able to source historical date direct from Terang, but reference is 
made of the strong Terang combination in the Mortlake write-up below. 

it appears, that, without the benefit of local industrial employment, Terang had to 
rely on the influx of immigrants, with the Dutch being prominent in the area as share- 
dairy-farmers. That would explain the Club’s reliance on family units, such as the (van) 
Duynhovens, Bakkers and Jansens, among others. 

Whilst Bert Peperkamp made some impression as their goalie, the same cannot be 
said of fill-in keeper, Ben van de Camp. His younger brother, John, gleefully reports, that 
Ben, shaping to field a slow, dribbled bail, managed to let it pass between his legs for a 
goal! Much to the amusement for the opposition team, whoever they were. The ensuing 
colourful, multilingual expletives from his team-mates, however, still ring in John’s ears: 


no doubt, Ben’s also!! 


MORTLAKE 

Local newspaper clippings, supplied by Bob McKenzie, provide an interesting 
triology of the origin of soccer in Mortlake. They cover a preliminary announcement, a 
match preview and a post-match report of the very first ever exposure of the game. i can 
only presume, that the scribe was Mortlake player, Ray Carroll, subsequently a 
sportsmaster at Assumption College, Kilmore, also well-known for his sports journalism. 


11/5/1955: SOCCER HERE SUNDAY WEEK 

“The first soccer match ever to be played in Mortlake will be staged at the 
recreation reserve next Sunday week, when the newly formed Mortlake club meets 
Terang. 

A big crowd is expected and proceeds from afternoon tea and half of the 
collection will go towards the Mortlake Hospital Appeal. 

Terang has a strong XI, including some classy continental players and performed 
well in last year’s South Western Soccer Association Cup games. 

Mortlake will be hard pressed to hold the reputedly fast visiting side, but officials 
are confident of fielding a reasonably powerful eleven. Stars of the line-up will possibly 
be Edgil Battomesso, who played top-grade soccer in Italy, and Werner Weck, an 
experienced centre half from the Rhineland. 

For the clash with Terang, Mortlake will play in blue shirts and white knickers. 
The opposition colors are gold and biack.” 

This was followed by a number of facts about soccer, to enlighten interested 
readers. 

.... And omitting details already covered above: 


18/5/1955: MORTLAKE CONFIDENT OF SOCCER VICTORY 

“The Mortlake Amateur Soccer Club makes its first appearance, when it meets the 
strong Terang eleven at Mortlake Reserve next Sunday. A strong side will be sent out and 
officials are confident of victory. 

A big crowd is expected and they should see a great display, particularly if the 
bail is dry. 

Mortlake players practised last Sunday before more than 120 people. The ball 
was too wet and heavy for good soccer and players did not favour the spectacular 
heading for which the game is noted. 

With no lines properly marked, there was little positional play, but, with their 
footwork and dribbling of a very unresponsive ball, several greatly impressed the 
selectors: Messrs. Angus Macaulay, Bill Woodhams, George Woodhams and Fred Payne. 

Fred Allen, who toured Germany and France with an English team in 1950, is a 
great footballer. His dribbling with a new ball next week should be one of the features. 

Edgil Bruttomesso revealed speed and elusive footwork, and will give the Terang 
defenders pienty to think about. 

Billy White, a spectacular “header” and accurate kick may gel the job of goal- 
keeper, if the selectors are not satisfied with John Filsmire’'s kicking-off. 

Werner Weck will play, probably, on the half line. He was inclined to keep the 
bail at his feet too long in practice. 

The home X1 will include 7 experienced and 4 inexperienced piayers.” 
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25/5/1955: TERANG GO AWAY IN CLOSING MINUTES 

“Over 600 people saw Terang race away from the dog-tired Mortiake Eleven in 
the closing minutes of the Soccer game last Sunday. 

For 80 minutes the home-side, playing together for the first time, had held the 
well-conditioned and trained visiting XI and the scores were 1-1 with only minutes 
remaining. 

However, Terang broke away from their leg-weary rivals and slammed on two 
quick goals to win 3-1. 

In the dressing rooms before the game, Fred Allen, the former England 
international, was appointed captain, with Alian McKenzie his deputy. 

Alan played a magnificent game for his side and his great ball control was only 
spoilt by the fact that his team-mates were rarely in position to receive the passes. 

Despite their defeat Mortlake will have a good strong XI when the players are 
property fit and know each other better. Some positional changes are required and with a 
couple of new ones to come in yet, officials are confident that the side can hold 
Warrnambool, with a bit of luck on the C.B.C. Oval on 5” June.” 


It is also on record from other sources, that, a few weeks later, Mortlake played 
Warrnambool (as mentioned previously); result 1-4 for the home team.. 

The Mortlake line-up: Fred Allan, Geoff Nicol (deceased), Allan McKenzie, 
j.Visser, T.Payne, Ian Prentice, T.Bielsmier, Edgil Bruttomesso, Billy White, Brian 
Bertand, Ray Carroll, B. Price. 

In the last pre-final match that year, research reveals, that Warrnambool once 
more defeated Mortlake in a return match: 9-0. 

I have since received further information from Mortlake’s stalwart Bob 
McKenzie, that, about that time, the following also represented the team: Werner Weck, 
Tom King, George Clingan, Kevin Moran, John Vilsmire and Jim Brown (deceased): 
obviously a predominantly British outfit. 

There are no current records available of the extent of Mortlake’s involvement in 
the Association. 

It is uncertain to which year the “Portiand Observer” refers, (maybe 1957 or 
19582). The position of teams on the ladder shows: Terang 8, Portland 8, Port Fairy 6, 
Warrnambool 6 and Mortlake 0. 

Whilst Mortlake, for obvious reasons of shortage of recruitable players, proved to 
be “moderately successful”, the value of their contribution to the birth of Western 
Victoria soccer should not be underestimated, even if it was only by providing additional, 
competitive playing opportunities for other associated teams. 

Ray Carroll comments: “The initial enthusiasm was certainly there, but was not 
sustained well enough to cause the NEW game to thrive ~ 


[AMILTON 


For some reason, or other, the only Hamilton player | remember by name is: Basil 
Neild (at jeast, I think that was his name!) 

Cor Melis has kindly provided me with negatives of a Port Fairy match against 
Hamilton in 1957: once more, Sadiy, I have not yet been abie to access anyone with 
photographic equipment, ancient enough to be able to still develop ye-olde black-and- 
white negatives. 


GLENTHOMPSON 


This team was introduced to the W.D.A.S.F.A. by Glenthompson brick-works 
manager, Frank Borbiro, in 1958. His work-force obviously included a sufficient number 
of foreigners, mostly of south-east European origin. 

Their enthusiasm was exemplified by the fact, that they were prepared to travel 
regularly to Portland, Port Fairy and Warrnambool. 

| won’t reiterate the comments I made previously, in relation to what was 
considered by some as “unseemly” conduct by that Club, to reach (and lose!) the 1958 
Grand Final to Warrnambool. 
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CONCLUSION 


Over the years, on occasion, the game of soccer has deservedly received bad press 
as a result of riotous behaviour on the part of so-called “fans”, a term which, 
unfortunately, is the abbreviated form of “fanatics”. Most of the problems in today’s 
world are attributable to fanatics, be it religious, ethnic, patriotic, social, environmental or 
of a sporting nature. 

in spite of initial, commonly accepted opposition, i.e. foreign phobia, relating to 
all matters originating from all sources “non-British/non-Protestant”, somehow the game 
of “soccer football” survived. But only by being played on the lesser-preferred weekend 
day of Sunday, at sometimes unsuitable venues, not controlled by the establishment of the 
day. 

As mentioned previously, 50 years ago, soccer was the only organised sport being 
played on “the Day of the Lord” in this part of the State of Victoria. It was not until some 
years later, that the more generally accepted game of Aussie Rules footie, on a junior 
jevel, was played on Sundays, and only on “Catholic” grounds, e.g. CBC Oval and 
Koroit. 

As a result of all the above, we, as pioneers of the game we love, have made a 
worthwhile break-through contribution towards the type of sporting world, we experience 
today: how many of today’s generation can recall a time before Sunday sport’! 

Also, as individuals, in a worthwhile way, we have contributed to make our 
adopted country a better place to live in. 

A large number of us originated from countries, other than the “Old Mother 
Country”: we, equally, are proud to have made a considerable contribution to the 
AUSTRALIA, we have adopted as the country of OUR CHOICE. 

i, therefore, do not consider I can do any better, than concluding by proudly 
quoting the full lyrics of one of my favourite songs: | AM AUSTRALIAN!! 


Confidently, I say on behalf of all involved in Western Victorian Soccer over the 
last 50 years: 


AND SO SAY ALL OF US!!! 


LAM AUSTRALIAN 


I came from the dreamtime, from the dusty red soil plains 
I am the ancient heart, the keeper of the flame 


I stood upon the rocky shore; I watched the tall ships come. 


For forty thousand years I’d been 
The first Australian. 


I came upon the prison ship, bowed down by iron chains. 


I cleared the land, endured the lash and waited for the rains. 


I’m a settler — I’m a farmer’s wife on a dry and barren run, 
A convict, then a free man 
I became Australian 


I’m the daughter of a digger who sought the mother lode. 
The girl became a woman on the long and dusty road. 
I'ma child of the Depression; I saw the good times come, 
I’m a bushie; I’m a battler. 

I am Australian 


We are one, but we are ma-ny 

And from all the lands on earth we come; 
We share a dream and sing with one voice 
Iam -— You are - We are Australian. 


I’m a teller of stories; I’m a singer of songs; 

I am Albert Namatjira — I paint the ghostly gums; 

I am Clancy on his horse; I’m Ned Kelly on the run 
I’m the one who waltzed Matilda. 

I am Australian 


I’m the hot wind from the desert. I’m the black soil of the plains, 
I’m the mountains and the valleys, I’m the droughts and flooding rains, 


I am the rock, I am the sky, the rivers when they run 
The spirit of this great land. 
1 am Australian 


We are one...etc. 


(Repeat at end) I am — You are — We are Australian 


ROLL CALL of WARRNAMBOOL PLAYERS £(first 25 years) 


Wbl City 1955 Tom Reekie 
Harry van Kempen (dec’d) 
Peter Rigg (Geelong) 
John Beks (+ Pt.Fairy) 
Tim Buckley 
John Foster 
James McLaughlan (?) 
Chris Karageorge (Moonee Ponds) 
Whl City since: Joe Jackson 
Peter Hamilton 
Fred van Bruggen 
Harry Russell 
Ken Russell (?) 
Martin Bakker (Koroit) (+ Go Ahead) 
Tim Sedgley (Crossley) 
Doug Melvin (Canberra) 
George Cumberlidge (?) 
Jim Johnson 
Neil Irvine 
lain Jackson 
Angelo Karageorge (?) 
Tony Valente (?) 
Arthur Peart (?) 
Geoff Barry (’?) 
Don Hodgson (Queensland) 
Len Jones 
George Amarides (?) 
M. Fluke 
Peter Inverarity 
Doug McKay 
John Morrisson 
Kamahl Singh 
Gerard Mast 
Mick Borton 
Other local teams: 
“Go Ahead” Gerard Bakker (?) (+ Wbl City) 
Frank de Kok 
John Marynissen (dec’d) 
Fred Viergever (?) 
R. Dulleman (?) 
G. Leuning (?) 
West United: Bill Stewart 
Tom McGeechan 
Howard Morgan 
Merrivale Rovers: Colin Jensen 
Orientals Patrick Neoh (?) 
22? Silvio Sanelli 
Paul Scimonello 
Joe Orzes 
Paul Smolders (?) 
Potechi 


(In bold print those who attended the reunion) 


George Peart 

Steve Woodcock (St.Leonards) 
Tony Beks (Purnim) (+ Pt Fairy) 
Chris Burke (7?) 

Len Asling 

Charlie Swain (dec’d) 


Gustavo D’ Oliveira (Echuca) 
John Viergever (dec’d) 

Joe Pistilli (dec’d) (+ P/Fairy) 
Ron Davies (Proserpine Qld) 
Don Russell (?) 

Gerard Bakker (?) (+ Go Ahead) 
Max van Zelst (Pt.McDonnell SA) 
John Sedgley 

Leo D’Cruz 

Ron Heald (dec’d) 

John McMillan 

Terry Simmons 

Bill Smail 

Mario Curcio (dec’d) 

Mick Veljovic 

Charles Peart (?) 

Alan Green (?) 

R. Pellegrino (+ Pt.Fairy) 
Willie Berger 

K. Kamel 

Ron Inverarity 

Alan Main 

Jim Grey 

Keith Emond 

Jim Hagan 

P. Cooper 

Bob Dumesney 


Martin Bakker (+Wbl City) 
Kees de Kok (?) 

B. Mureau (?) 

F. Hehir (?) 

J. Vegh (?) 

John Smoes (dec’d) Ass’n Pres. 
Jim McGeechan 

Billy McGeechan (?) 

Terry Sims (?) 


Ferdinando Sanelli (?) 
Gaetano Remine 
Martin Doyle (dec’d) 
Primo Tirabassi 

Tony van Kempen 


THE NEXT 25 YEARS 


This attempt at providing a historical record of the first half of the first 50 years of 
District soccer football, - covering the 25-year period of my personal involvement as a 
player until retirement in 1980 - was meant to be just that.. 

However, as John McMilian was abie to come up with newspaper cuttings 
covering the next couple of years, I would consider it amiss of me to presume that the 
game “died” with me! 


1981: 

On 24/2/1981, The Standard reports: 

WARRNAMBOOL WINS TOUGH CLASH : Warrnambool had a hard fight before 
downing Portland, 3-2 at Jetty Fiat. 

Local players, warranting a mention, were: Wayne Taylor, Stuart Stephen, Doug 
Melvin, John McMillan, Paul Bosch, David Cooper, Chris Wallace and Vance Lui. 

Next match against Mt.Gambier Centrals. 

.... and this was the only account available for the whole of the 1981 season. 


1982: 
Local player, and Club scribe, George McCormack, provided good reguiar weekiy 
coverage of the state of the game in the “Western District Soccer Association” 
In order of final premiership ladder positions: 
SENIORS: Warrnambool City (20 points), West United (13), Hamilton 
United (10), Portland City (6), Portland Centrais (5) 


U-16: Pertobe (22), West United (21), Port Fairy (14), Wbl City (11) 
CBC (2), Koroit Rovers (2) 
U-12: Pertobe (19), Seagulls (19), Wbl City (17), Hawks (15), West 


United (15), CBC (12), East Wbi (1) and Koroit Rovers (1) 
(Apart from the last two, this was obviously a very even 
competition : I understand that Len Asling and Max van Zeist 
subsequently coached these 2 bottom sides to a fair measure of 
success!) 
No further information is available as to who were the ultimate premiers in 
their respective divisions. 


1983 ete. 


I understand, that from that point on the game survived on junior coaching, with 
organised senior competition only in recent years. If this information is not correct, this 
has been totally due to lack of input, in spite of repeated requests. 


wee 


Paul Campbell and John McMillan 
displaying the 1982 season’s, spoils. 


Back to 1982: 


Since “finalising” the previous page, I have come across a further newspaper 
report regarding that season, in The Standard, dated 10/8/ 1982, by George 
McCormack. 

It was in fact Warrnambool City who won the 1982 Western District Soccer 
Association title, by convincingly defeating Portland City : 5-2. 


City players mentioned in the article were: Paul Campbell (scoring a hat- 
trick), Duncan McQuie (playing his first senior game), Alex Duncan (described as 
the team’s “veteran’”) and George McCormack (the above-mentioned scribe) and 
Brian Metz. Described as dominating mid-fielders were: Michael Neoh, Andrew | 
Garden and John McMillan. 

Portland players meriting a mention were: Vic Southern, Dean Friend and 
Norm Humpage. 


In the other match, that day (presumably a curtain-raiser between 3 and amy 
Portland Centrals defeated Hamilton United : 5-1 

The only players recorded were: Centrals’ Ernie Gosier and Hamilton’s “Big 
Ted” Claven. 


City’s 19-year-old Paul Campbell was adjudged 1982 Player of the Year, as 
the top goal-scorer with 21 goals. 

Paul polled 17 votes, ahead of Portland’s Vic Southern (14) and Portland 
Centrals’ Dick Smart (13). 

Warrnambool’s teams, in City and West United, collected all the major 
trophies. 

Warrnambool City won the League Shield, provided the Top Goal-scorer, 
Player of the Year and Coach of the Year in John McMillan. West United took out 
the Association Cup. 

Medallists for the “TEAM OF THE YEAR”, as selected, were: Zigi Winig 
(West United), Appie Angelino (Portland Centrals), Glen Hillier (Portland City), Bill 
Stewart (Warrnambool City), Guido Mapunda (Hamilton United), Dick Smart 
(Portland Centrals), John McMillan (Warrnambool City), Portland City), Paul 
Campbell (Warrnambool City), John Smolders (Hamilton United), Vic Southern 
(Portland City), Michael Neoh (Warrnambool City). 

The selected team was scheduled to play two matches against visiting teams 
from Melbourne: results not on record. 
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THE HALF-CENTURY REUNION - 4/9/2005 


A couple of years ago, approaching the 50" anniversary of the establishment of 
“soccer football” in Warrnambool, I thought it would be lovely to meet up once more 
with former team-mates of that pioneer era, and thus was born the desire of organising a 
reunion. In discussion with other members of the organising committee, it was decided 
to extend invitations to all remembered and contactable players of the first 25 years. 

The response, whilst considering the advanced ages of most of those envisaged to 
attend, was quite satisfying within the total context. However, on an individual basis, I 
was surprised and disappointed with the lack of interest shown by certain former players, 
mostly those from Dutch and Italian origin, excepting Fred v.Bruggen and Silvio Sanelli. 

Some 40 enthusiasts, including wives/partners/girlfriends attended a most 
enjoyable get-together at Macey’s Restaurant, and this included locals: Joe Jackson, 
Harry Russell, Neil Irvine, Bill Smail and Mick Veljovic. 

Of the original Warrnambool 1955 foundation and premiership team, the 
following were present: 86-year-old Peter Rigg, Steve Woodcock, Len Asling, John 
Foster, George Peart, Tony and John Beks. Unavoidable apologies from Tim Buckley 
and Tom Reekie; Harry van Kempen and Charlie Swain have meantime deceased, whilst 
James McLaughlan and Chris Burke were unable to be contacted. 

In addition to welcoming Mortiake’s representative, Bob McKenzie, with wife 
Gladys, I was particularly thrilled with the acceptance of my former Port Fairy team- 
mates (and “partners”): 86-year-old Cor Melis (Portland), Tim Spithoven (Traralgon), 
Lou Vogels (Pakenham), Henk Winnen (Port Fairy), John Drennan (Garvoc), Tony Beks 
(Purnim), and local: Bill Hermans. 

Apologies were received from Warrnambool Wolves’ John McMillan (and a bus- 
load of others) attending Melbourne’s first A-League match for 2005, and Rangers’ 
coach, Arthur Karras, with teams currently involved in away-finals matches in the 
Ballarat League. 

Others apologising: Gus D’Oliveira (Echuca), Tim Sedgley, Howard Morgan, Jim 
Johnson, Colin Jensen; Max van Zeist (on holidays in Nambucca Heads), and Ron Davies 
(Proserpine Qld); Port Fairy’s Richard Beks (Hamilton), Frank Hohman (Wodonga), 
Theo Swinkels (Croydon) & Tony Frencken (Mt. Waverley), as well as Portiand’s Jim 
and Joe Bryden. 

A good time was had by all present, and with the help of available photos 
and memorabilia, sporting feats were relived (and magnified!) in great detail and lots of 
ribbing from team-mates and opponents. The occasion made quite a lot of old-timers, like 
myself, happy to share the worthwhile experience! 

It was hoped to be able to produce a group photo of the remaining members of the 
original Warrnambool 1955 team, now obviously looking 50 years older, in comparison 
with an earlier produced picture. Sadly, although arranged with The Standard, both their 
photographer and sports writer failed to turn up. 

A plaque and certificate, recently awarded by the Western District Sports 
Assembly, acknowledging the %-century of Warrnambool Soccer, was presented by 
former WDASFA President, Cor Melis, to Warrnambool City Soccer Ciub’s first 
president, Len Asling, in due course to be passed on to our 2005 “descendants”. 


hello john long time no see. 

just received your wonderful paper of memories of the WSC. 
were we ever that young and fit and healthy looking. john, 
unfortunately iam unable to attend the celebrations as we live 
in Proserpine Queensland and sadly feel it is too far to travel. 
please say hello to all my old?? team members for me and let 
them know i have fond memories of the games we played 
during my time in Warrnambool. iam enclosing an updated 
photo of me with the original team photo and trophy of the 1958 
Warrnambool cup winners. all the best to you 

ron davies 
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From: "Theo Swinkels" <swinkels@rabbit.com.au> 
To: "John Beks" <jbeks@hotkey.net.au> 
Sent: Thursday, August 25, 2005 1:42 PM 


Subject: 50th anniversary 


elio Jan, 


Thank you for the invitation to the anniversary of Warrnambool Soccer Club. 
Unfortunately we won't be abie to come. | would have ioved to come and meet 
up with all my old teammates. | can remember the day that the Port Fairy Club 
had their inaugural meeting. That was on (Monday 7?) 12th April, 1956 at 8 
o'clock, just after | had taken Lenie to the hospital to have our first child, a date 
you don't easily forget. 

| don't know when we folded, but you probably know that. Well | hope you'll have 
a oe evening, say nelio to everyone, and | hope to hear more about that 
night. 

Best of luck and the best of heaith to you ail. 


Cheers from, 
Theo Swinkeis. ¢ Croydon) 


Erom: "Frank Hohmann" <fhohmann@bigpond.net.au> (Woctonges) 
To: <jbeks@hotkey.net.au> ro 
Sent: Friday, August 12, 2005 10:42 AM 
Subject: reunion 

Dear John, 


Thank you very much for the invitation to a soccer reunion on Sunday, 4 
September. It was a lot of fun reading about our soccer exploits in those 

early days of the 1950's. I can hardly recognise that gregarious young 

fellow in the picture who ran around like a mad march hare ,chasing the ball 
and trying to prove that he was a worthy team member. Of course, much water 
has flown under the bridge since then. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to come to the reuniopn as other sporting duties 
take me to Sydney for the state championships in swimming. After my 
teaching 

career was over I pursued my love of sport in the coaching arena. I have 
coached the strong Albury club for about 20 years, producinf 2 Olympians 
and 

a paralympian and world champion in disabled swimming. Currently I am still 
very active travelling around Australia and sometimes overseas for 
competition and coaching clinics. 

I wish all those past soccer colleagues who are able to come a great 

evening, reliving memories and enjoying a bit of fun fellowship , 


THE PRESENT 


It is good to revisit Warrnambool’s Harris Street Soccer ground on any Sunday 
morning and set foot on that pitch once more - now some ten feet higher than it used to be 
- having over the years been reconverted to a sports venue from the municipal rubbish 
tip. 
I have received great pleasure in watching my grandsons, Nicholas and Tom, 
joining a hundred or more juniors (boys and girls) in a regular Sunday morning coaching 
session, conducted by senior players, including former team-mate Johnny McMillan. 
Their great-grandfather, the late “Poppa” Harry Harrison - himself a former Sunderland 
player and coach - also would have been thrilled to see them show some promise. 


How things have changed in local soccer! In my playing days our team would 
own only one or two balls, one set of cheap tee-shirts, a set of home-made goal-posts, and 
- in later days - two sets of second-hand goal-nets. I now observe that the local junior 
inventory includes more than 30 training balls, 4 or 5 sets of classy outfits in a variety of 
sizes, as well as half a dozen sets of goals, all with nets, all suitably sized for the various 


age groups. If only ....!? 


Yes! If only... the times had been ripe in those days to develop junior soccer, and 
it would have been “cool!” for youngsters (be it boys or girls) to embrace the world game 
of non-contact football! For too long soccer wore the tag of the “sissy” game. Without 
junior development, no sport will survive: I am pleased, that my other passion, volleyball, 
has seen fit to promote itself among school-age students as an enjoyable and challenging 


activity. 


It would be inappropriate for me to get myself involved in the present-day politics 
of local Warrnambool Soccer, about the ultimate benefits or otherwise of the evolution of 
the local game, from Warrnambool City to the current split between the Wolves and the 
Rangers, particularly since, as a grand-parent, I have one foot in each of the latter camps. 

I presume to share the sentiments of my half-centenary “mates”, that there is a 
hope that current developments are going to be in the best interest of the future of the 
game, which we started and built up 50 years ago. 

I pay tribute and fully understand the frustration felt by Johnny McMiilan (and 
others), without whose passion Warrnambool junior soccer would not have got off the 
ground and survived over the last 25-or-so years, whether or not one shares his personal 
views. 

To provide an even-handed picture of the status quo of “football” in Warrnambool 
in 2005, I have invited Alex Matthews (Warrnambool City), Steven McDonald (vice- 
president of the Wolves Club) and Daryl Twycross (president of the Rangers Club) to 


contribute their views. 


JOHN 


Grandson, Tom Beks, taking the torch forward .... 
(2000 Sydney Olympics) 
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WARRNAMBOOL CITY SOCCER CLUB 1991-1999 


Soccer in Warrnambool re-emerged in 1991 after a handful of eager players decided to 
organise a social “kick-about” each Sunday morning at Harris Street Reserve. 

After a slow start, numbers grew and it wasn’t long before the regulars craved 
some competition. Rather than join a league in Mount Gambier, Ballarat or Geelong, it 
was agreed that friendly games could be arranged against teams during their pre- 
season warm up period. 

It soon became apparent that the Warrnambool boys lacked the necessary 
stamina to match it with teams playing regularly. So, before too long a training session 
was introduced on Thursday evenings at Harris Street. 

Over the years games were played, both home and away, against Portland, 
Apollo, Centrals and Inter with Warrnambool winning their fair share of the contests. _ 

The club also hosted the Glenelg Games (now the South West Games) on at 
least three occasions. Their most famous victory was in 1994, unexpectedly winning 
the trophy in Portland with a makeshift squad, ultimately defeating a much fancied 
Croatia in the final. | 

Once clubs in the region became involved in their respective leagues, it was 
important to keep the Warrnambool players active and interested, so in June 1996 the 
first of the intra-club 7-a-side competitions was introduced to the club calendar on 
Sunday mornings. The 1997 autumn competition proved very popular over six weeks 
with four strong teams involved. Unfortunately only four months later, using the same 
format, the competition folded after only three weeks. Player numbers had dropped 
away and certain factions in the club seemed to have an alternative agenda. 

1998 proved to be one of the clubs most productive seasons, playing at home 
to Colac and Portland and away to Inter, Centrals, Portland (at Hamilton) and Apollo. 
Surprisingly, only a few months later, the club played its final competitive game away 
to Portland on 14th March, 1999. 

_ After virtually seven years of continuous soccer on Sunday mornings, it was 
becoming apparent that players needed a break to pursue other interests or 
responsibilities. It was decided to scrap the Sunday session temporarily, but continue 
with the Thursday evening game. Unfortunately, the Sunday session never resumed 


- until the emergence of the new kids on the block, the Warrnambool “Wolves”. 


The last vestiges of the original 1991 squad can still be found, huffing and 
puffing, playing five-a-side on Thursday evenings at Emmanuel College hall during the 


_ winter months, or down on the Emmanuel oval in the summer. The legs are older and 


slower, but there are many fond memories of past battles. It is refreshing to see the 
soccer gauntlet taken up by the newly formed “Rangers” with such great success, and 
hopefully, the World Game is very much alive and kicking in Warrnamboo!! 


This WARRNAMBOOL CITY SOCCER CLUB segment was contributed by 
JOHN BERG and ALEX MATTHEWS. 


oat 


- 
RANGERS - 2005 PLAYER LISTS 


SENIORS U-16 U-15 

Chad Celik (goal) Chad Celik (goal) Will Fitzgerald (goal) 
Jack Fitzgerald Jackson McCosker Jackson McCosker (capt) 
Alex McCulloch Chad Ryan Chad Ryan 

Steve Kendrick Liam Moloney Kynan Borthwick 

Arthur Karras David King Daniel Sedgley 

Straun Hopwood Brett Molan Hugh Leith 

David Fonseca Sam McCarthy Tim Waterfall 

Phil Boima Kynan Borthwick Alex Georgiou 

Jamie Lister Hugh Leith Serena Clapp 

George Kuaia-Henry Frank Mooney Charlie King 

Ahmed Ebeid Tim Waterfall Brady Gunn 

Ed Pickering Shu Miyazati Nicole Carter 

Michael Philp Ben Harkin Norbert Mutasha 

Scott Twycross Austin Johnstone Marty van Rooy 

Liam Moloney Nick van Rooy Will Georgiou 

Shu Miyazati Scott Twycross (capt) Nick van Rooy 

Arthur Karras (coach) Arthur Karras (coach) Peter Georgiou (coach) 
Oliver Price (team mgr) Simon King (team mgr) Sue van Rooy (team mgr) 
Mujo Koul (asst.mgr) Michelle Karras (asst.mgr) Tom Fitzgerald (asst.mgr) 
Paul van Rooy (1* aid) Paul van Rooy (1* aid) Paul van Rooy (1" aid) 
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WARRNAMBOOL WOLVES SOCCER CLUB 


Under “Acknowledgements” I expressed my appreciation to 
Warrnambool Wolves’ vice-president, Steve McDonald, for his 
willingness to provide his version of this Club’s 2005 status quo, for 
inclusion in this historical record. 


Belatedly, the Wolves’ PRESIDENT subsequently approved of Steve’s 
contribution, with the proviso that HIS name be not mentioned. 


However, his consent was withdrawn, when I objected to additional 
demands on me to also omit HIS name from all (already finalised and 
printed) preceding pages. 


JOHN BEKS 
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